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ABSTRACT

In 1920, Fred Laxton, Earle Gluck, and Fred Bunker met and decided to set up a radio
station in Laxton’s house. They received a commercial license for their station in 1922
from the U.S. Department of Commerce, and moved to the Independence Building in
Charlotte, taking on WBT for the station’s call letters. In 1925, the men sold the station
to Buick dealership owner C.C. Coddington, who referred to the call letters as Watch
Buick Travel. Coddington sold the station to CBS in 1929. Early programming in the
1920s and 1930s included a variety of live music, dramas, and featured programs such
as the “Crazy Water Crystals Sunday Night Jamboree,” and “Briarhopper Time.”

WBT had established itself as one of the Southeast’s most important radio stations by
the 1940s, and was broadcasting 24 hours a day. Programming during this time
included The Carters and a variety of big bands. In 1945, the FCC required the sale of
WABT, as its power output had increased dramatically, and the station was sold to the
Jefferson-Standard Life Insurance Company. WBTYV, the affiliate television station was
launched in 1949.

By the 1970s, WBT had changed to playing contemporary adult music, and began
featuring talk radio in the 1980s. Both radio and television stations continued to be
owned jointly until 2007. At that time, the stations were owned by the Lincoln Financial
Group, who sold WBT to Greater Media of Braintree, Massachusetts, and WBTV to
Raycom Media in Charleston.

This collection includes documents.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The WBT Collection is a small collection formerly from the Ephemera Collection. It
consists of one letter, one promotional flyer, and 5 publications.

SERIES LIST
CONTENTS BOX FOLDER
Correspondence, 1934

Doris Goodwin to Charles Crutchfield, 1934. 2 17
Promotional Materials, undated

Caricature of Radioman Alan Newcomb, undated. 2 18

Publications, 1928-1952
Broadcast Transcripts

“High Lights in the History of America,” 1932. 2 19
Questions by Mayor Ben E. Douglas at Queens-Chicora 2 20
College, 1939.
“Colossus of the Carolinas,” 30" Anniversary booklet, 1952. 2 21
“For You” Newsletter, 18 December 1945. 2 22

“‘Radiologue,” volume 1, number 1, 1928. 2 23


http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newcentury/5198
http://btmemories.com/articles/history/history_home.html

