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ABSTRACT

Samuel Sylvanus McNinch was born in February 1867, in Chester, South Carolina. His
family moved to Charlotte when he was very young. McNinch became Deputy Clerk of
the Superior Court at sixteen, followed by Manager of Springs and Burwell, partner of
what became S.S. McNinch and Co. in 1896, and eventually bought out the Charlotte
Brick Works in 1904. In addition, he served as a member of the Charlotte Board of
Aldermen, a Trustee of Carnegie Library, and Trustee of the Florence Crittenden Home.
Samuel McNinch served as Mayor of Charlotte from 1905-1907. Mayor McNinch died in
1929.

This collection contains a scrapbook that concerns the celebration of the Mecklenburg
Declaration of Independence Day on May 20, 1906, during McNinch’s tenure as Mayor
of Charlotte. The “Meck Dec,” was allegedly a document written and signed by 28
citizens of Mecklenburg County, advocating for independence from Britain. This claim
has long been disputed, with no definitive evidence either way. Supporters of the Meck
Dec continue to celebrate the 20™ of May each year.

ACCESS

This collection is currently being processed. Please contact the Carolina Room at (704)
416-0150 or email us at ncrstaff@cmlibrary.org regarding research within this collection.
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Presented by Ann McNinch, November 2014.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of a scrapbook of materials primarily relating to the 1906
Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence celebration. Some items are personal
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documents of Samuel McNinch. The scrapbook contains correspondence, photographs,
newspaper articles, and artifacts.
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