American military historians, secking perhaps vears
from now to discover the time and place of birth of
Charlotte’s famed World War I Evacuation Hospital
Unit, might be expected to search the records of the
various Charlotte hospitals,

But they won't find the vital statistics there, The 38th
was not born in a hospital.

Officially organization of the unit was approved at
the War Department in Washington earlv in January
of 1941. Actually the 38th was born three months earlier
at a lown party in Charlotte on Oetober 12, 1940, The
birth was precipitated by a football g game plaved earlier
hat afternoon in Charlotte’s American Legion Me-
marial Stadivm.

The circumstances of the 38th's birth provide an in-
tngumq story.

In !I'H:uuh fall of 1940, General Ceorge C. Marshall,
Chicf of Stalf of the United States "mm tircd after
many months of directing the nation’s defense prepara-
tioms in a world -;:tu*uh:m that daily was growing more
alarming, had accepted the invitation of his Charlotte
Wrother-in-law E. P, Coles to spend a few days resting
at the Coles home. The planned visit would also give
the General an opportunity to see the football team of
his alma mater, Virginia Military Institute, plav the
eleven from Davidson College.

But a few davs after the Marshalls hadl accepted the
invitation to come to Charlotte, Secretary of War Henry
L. Stimson and Mrs. Stimson announced that they were
giving a reception for members of the General Stalt,
General Marshall felt that he and Mrs. Marshall should
cangel their plans for the Charlotte visit and instead
attend the Stimsons’ reception.

Mrs. Marshall, however, llmughl that the Charlotte
trip wouled provide her hushand a tew days of needed
relaxation, and she spoke to the 5
about it

Mr. Stimson agreed with Mrs, Marshall. But how, he
asked |1L']', could he tell the General nol Lo come Lo his
reception but to go to Charlotte,

“Give him an official order,” the General’s lady sug-
gested.

Heere tary of War

So the noext |r1{1r|1i1:|1{ Seoretary Stimson withe o wry
grin handed the Chief of Stall an order. The General
reacd:

The President of the United States directs that General
{;-:.'r:-rg# (.. Alarshall :;lnrmﬂ tle '|_'.|!"'II1I|I| hetween Fricay,
October 1lth, and Mondav, October 14th, shall visit ﬂur
city of Charlotte, North Caraling, for the purpose of mak-
ing o report apon the comparative skill and valor of the
football teams of Davidson and Virginia Military Institute.

]'.“Illring saicl Eh'rrt'm! he shall be under the exclusive con-
tral and direction of Mrs, Marshall aned shall be protected
ql.*hmnl all It]lL]LllE}tll::l:IIH pul]ull Lrlx h'- members of the
"-". ar Department and of the Congress.

Duving said period the War Department shall be rele-
Fate wl to I'Iu:- tencler mercies of the Hm’_—mt.ut of War, the
"wiht-ilﬂ Secretary of War, andd the Deputy Chief of Staff,
General Brvden,

{Signed) Henry L. Stimson

The: Marshalls went to Charlotte, In further pur-
suance of the arder given him by Secretary Stimson,
he sat in the stands on Saturday atternoon, Cetober
12, and watched his school’s team in a warmly fought
game defeat the Davidson Wildeats 13 to 7. And as a
result of his compliance with the happily-contrived
order (o atlend the loothall game, Charlette’s soon to
be widely heralded hospital unit was proposed and
soon afterward :}r;ﬂni;-f.[-d.

It was after the football game, however, at a party
on the lwn of the Martin L. Cannon home that Gen-
eral Marshall in chatting with Dr. Paul W. Sanger, o
Charlotte surgeon, first considered the possibility of
the organization by Charlotte medical men of a mili-
tary hospital unit. Charlotte, . Sanger told the
Ceneral, as ome of the Seuth's most important medical
centers was the home of numerons specialists of na-
tional reputation in various ficlds as well as scores of
skilled Ii_?;['ﬂl"l'.'l] practitioners. These men, said D,
,'-;ang.;u-, wore anxiowns o make their contributions to
the rapidly developing cllort to prepare the nation's
defenses to withstand any assault that Jtlighl b ol
U them,



The staft of Charlotte Memorial Hospital on the night of ."'n.FHiI & 1942, honored the conmnissioned officers of the newh
formed 35th Evacnation Hospital undt at a dinner party s the Myvers Park Club, One week Liter the unit was activated
at Fort Brage, North Carolina, Shown, left to right, arve the following: seated, R. 5. Dickson, chairman of Memorial Hos-

pital’s executive conunittee; v, Ravmoend Thompson, ehairman of dinner arcngements committee; and Major Richard
Lo Cnery; HLLI'I:'“II;E_ Major Ceeoree T. Wonl, Major Faul W, Sanger, Lientenant-Colonel T, Preston AWhite, el Captain H.

Stokes NMunroe, { Charlotte Observer stafl photo. b

CGeneral Marshall was :i|1‘|l':|':'.t;.wc]. [T promised D
Sanger that he wonld give the proposal careful con-
hi{i-l"l';,l'i_l:}:ll_ d-[-ILI:'I'[_' LR R T "H""l'il'l'llﬁ I:'I'I:IHIIH 'I!". !'“':l"-'l.'l!""-l"]'.
in the Wiy of the organization by Charlotte p]]_'-.'.‘;i-:ri:l:lﬁ
of a military hospital unit. The War Lrepartment hj.' il
]I:'H'Ig 1‘5.';:11}“?&"]["{] I':Il]]'il;':'.' i'{"'f.lll[l'f'{l :"illl:']'l !I.II!I[!!- 10 hl' -
ganized under the sponsorship of medical schools, And
Charlotte had no such institution,

Since the medical stall of Charlotte Memorial Tos-
E:[m| wias sueh o ]1igh]}' [llmlif[:'{l group, however, and
so recognized, it was hoped that the War Department’s
I:q:HL-:!,' mif_{hl be relaxed to i‘::*]'l'l'lit the |'|-:‘:-:-c]‘}!it;i| Loy sppom-
sor the organization of a military hospital unit. On
December 1, some six weeks after General Marshall's
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visit to Charlotte, Dr. Brodie C. Nalle, the hospital's
chicl of stalf, in a I::'ln:*:':_{rurn ter the Hul'g[*m] CGeneral of
the Arny, asked it the hospital could sponsor such a
it

On December 13 i a letter written December 2 Dy
Licutenant Colonel Francis M. Fitts, Medical Corps
Assistunt, Dy, Nalle received the answer to his inguiry:

Ay dear D, Malle:

The Surgeon Ceneral has directed me to acknowledge
vour telegram of December 1st, and to inform vou that he
i% F}I:';LHHH to be able to extend to the Charlotte Memorial
Hospital an ivilalion to organize a m:il:il;tt_'.' Fvacuation
Hospital as an affiliated unit of the Medical Department ol
the United States Avmy,



[ e in-.-]u.-:iug i compilition of the War Departiment
directives governing such units, together with copies ol
Table of Orgnization and of Training Begolations Ne.
5560 1 feel that careful perusal of those will present
rather sielegnately e proposal aod the coneditions of affili-
Bioin, Slicniled tlie lispital anthorities decide o make o
froarmal redquest b the Adjntant General Tor soethorization
to orgindze an Evacuation Flospital. the application shoal:d
be Frrvearded through the Commanding General, 4th Corps
Area, Atlanta, G

When .t|:l'|:lil'4:|'l.'t‘|:|._ [ will "\-CI'IIl;,I tIH' LR R ST |;||i|l:|L |.1:-r1||:-c E13
accompilish the appaintment in the Oflicers” Reserve Corps
o those individuals recommended Tor assignment 1o the
unit. 1F eligible individuals wow i the Officers” Reserve
Carps ure desived Tor assigimment in their existing graces,
enly the names need be sulanitted. I desived Tor o Bigher
aracle, application for o new appoeintment should be for-
warded together with veport of phyvsical exaanination,

I ix not comtemplited ot affiliated miits will be nelsi-
ligedl in conmeetion with 1w present liited emergency, nor
are those who are appointed in the Officers” Reserve ( REINEE
for assigrnment to affiliated anits eligihle for extended ac-
tive dutv. Others, however, now in the Oficers” Beserve
|:-'I:I:I']'I'.=C, .i#ﬁif_’_ﬂt‘d by these sil= in :*:-:isl,ing ;_E|:|{]1'_ e {=|i4_1_f||'|:ir
lor chuty anned may be selected Tor twelve months” service by
the Corps Avea Commuander prior Lo transfer to the jurisdic-
tiom aif the Surgesn General: the War Department will fssue
mrelers in the cases of those who love so been transterved.

Very oy venas,
Forameis Mo s
Lt Colonel, Sedical

{.‘urp.\. Jssigtant

Dy, Nalle's response swas immedinte, The nest day,
December 14, 100 he wrote o the Commaneding
General of the 4th Corps Area, Atlanta:

Dear Sir:

A ]':[‘I' |I:‘|.|.{‘I' Lridgin  waily tE!']!l:u'Ill:ln!'ll[._ 1:l”I-|_'-e' il H|||'_1_l-:'r11|
Ceenerul 326.00-1, FMF-tw
I reply to letter of above, we wish (o make o formal
application to organice an Evacoation Hospital, Charlotte
Memorial Hospital of Charlotte, North Camlina, and wish
o apply for the necessary blunks to be sent to us from the
dth Clorps Area. .
Viery truly vonnrs,
Brodie €. Nalle,
Claef of Stall, Charlotre
Ml Hn-«:ph:tl
Clsarlotte, Mot Caralina

On January 9. 1941, Major Ceneral E. 8. Adams, the
."Llﬂjllhmt Ceneral, in a letter to Dre, Nalle, announced
action upon the application:

Your proposal lar the sponsarship of an Evacuation Hos-
[ﬁt;|| Ulnuit ]'I-:'.' the Charlette Memorild ITu.-i|:|1't::| lins been
approved by the Secretary of War, This hiospital will be
organized ax the 35th Evacnation Hospital, The Command-
il:g Cornnera], Fowrtl f.'m'|}.~«c Aren, andd The SUrgeoe {oeperst]
bave been advised of this action

.II]'H' I.'I'II'.E'I.'I'I[ 110y hi'lli_! al I'I.HHIH_‘ H]I{i al T1aL0NEs,

Upon receiving from General Adams official notice
of the approval v the Seerctary of War of Charlotte
Memorial “il‘:l‘.ll'iil]':- u{l!]]lf-;.':llit}ll Loy Serve s sponsor i1
the organization of a military medical unit, Dr, Nalle
s Hhe ]\l:l?-:]}l'l:lr:- ehiel of staff :L]'l-|‘u:u1'|pt4,‘r| D, Paul W.
Sunger ws chairman of o conmittee from the hospital's
stall to procecd with the organization of the unit. The
other members of the committee were D, Thomas WL
Baker andd v, Thomas 1. Spurrow,

n |‘1{"l|'.l'!'|.li.1t'.'|.' & the comanittee sent to the members
of the stall of Charlotte Memorial Hospital notices of
the contemplated organization of the unit and asked
the doctors who wished to affilinte with the unit to
nntif:‘.' the committee within the next one week,

The letter to the 'l:;llipi!zil':w' staft members said;

A Y ko, Clarlotte has received r-:i?{'{"i.ir r-:‘n;-nf_mitiﬁn
in the fielk! of medicine h_'u. our Caovermoent in itg naliomal
clefense progion. So far as we are able to determine, the
Charlotte Memworinl Hospital is the Tirst hinspital i the
country not associated with o medical schaol to be grmnted
the privilege of ormanizing its own hospital undt, This unit
will b cestmimted ws Evacuation llnn-:p:ilul HA5 amd the
|'.|:u.~'.p|':i|] haes baemesnn dnestrneetesc] do iwrl}-m il oW organization.

This gronp will hunction as o voit aned will be called only
im0 il i sne dire nstioes] CINCTEC T The Fri”r!ﬂ.'.'irllg
i% a0 verhatim puedzetion:

-'Friuf 4] tIH:' Hi"l']il.l'il!i:lll :r|. HY I|:_||'iH|J;|;| :-||||:'|'g4:'|u'1.'
.I'.:-!l_,l Cloweirress, indivicdoal Beserve ollicers redpuired for
exlencded wetive dute may be callecd upon o |‘-"!‘|'r'!1|'”'|
stiely aetive doty on o velunteer basis onfr.”

Thase who are best avepind e with the medical angles
b tue Jaresent militzry sitozstion are .-;trmu:_{f_x :ulx-ixjug |:|I|1.--
sictans, partionliely those of the dralt age, to affiliate with
comne hospital w6 possilile, ad secure the e con-
missiens before being called b e dradt, o Ty a separate
elealt of r)'ﬂ_‘u'ii."iﬂlli which STH Tsee o U)pe n”iu:__l"_ The il-
vantage of being alliliated with o local anit are obwvious to
Ve,

Tlee smvipnlser of plivsicians Lo be included in Lhis h::u:-qpit:.l
unit is only 31 with two dentists, The womber of applica-
tions which have been receivied is almost sulficient te oom-
|}rt~tt' tlees umidt, bt several of the :4!1-[:-h'i.':|t||!.-: sre Fronm m:-igh-
|:|r|-|':i1+_1_{ commmanities. Your Committee, which was elected
b recent call meeting, deems i only Tair that Charlotte
doctors should be gi-.'e'l-u preference anel hence this letter
offering vou the oppertundty,

Al applications most be in the hands of the eommittes
fap Febwrnwary 15, TO41, This is the date on which conumnis-
sions will [}I'H]ml}]}' b -'i:r-iﬁl-g.’,llt‘c[ and Lhe organizalion per-
fected. Since we realize that it mav take several davs for
ViRl to t'nl::n]‘:]!*ir' vy ph_'u'iit'iﬂ examinations, ete., we are
asking vou, i interested, to return the enclosed card jm-
mediately,

Response to the commiltee’s notice was immediate
and enthusiastic. A large group from the hospital staff
tentatively enrolled in the unit heing formed and these
doctors and the committee members {iuring the next
several months proceeded with the procurement of a
commissioned E:r:'r:'-:mm-.-] and initiated the necessary
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Lieutenant Bessie ¥V, Fullbright and Lieutenant Lela O.
Russell pose in their dress uniforms soon after they were
commissioned as officers in the newly formed 358th Evacua-
tion Hospital unit.

steps toward obtaining reserve commissions for those
doctors who had definitely decided to enroll in the
unit,

During this period, too, the doctors were successful
in interesting several voung Charlotte businessmen in
joining the unit’s administrative corps section. Five
were selected and Pl'ﬂﬂﬂdllﬂ‘:}: were started to obtain
cormimissions for them,

But during these early months in 1941 an unforeseen
problem arose. Because of the response of the Me-
morial Hospital's staff members, it was discovered, the
hospital’s staff would he dangerously depleted if all
those considering joining the hospital’s new military
unit should be called into Army service.

So in order to enroll a full complement of doctors
without materially decreasing the hospital’s stafl, the
committee presented the situation to the ?'ufecklﬁnl:mrg
County Medical Society. Several members who were
not on the Memorial's stall velunteered to enroll in the
new unit being formed. Several other volunteers were
enrolled by Dr. Sanger from among his friends in sur-
gery in varions communities in the Southeast. And
since the Surgeon General required that all doctors
enrolling in the 38th Evacuation Hospital Unit he
members of the stafl of Charlotte Memorial Hospital,
these doctors not on the staff were given courtesy ap-
pointments to it. Three dentists were also enrolled to
serve in the unit should it be called to duty.

Among the Charlotte physicians who joined the unit
during these early months of its existence was a veteran
of World War I, Dr. T. Preston White, He was com-
missioned a lieutenant colonel in the medical section
and thereby became the ranking officer in the unit, Dr,
Sanger was commissioned major in the Medical Reserve
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Corps. Because of his seniority, Colonel White took
charge of further organizational procedures and with
the aid of Major Sanger and the other enrolled doctors
began to recruit additional commissioned personmel,
nurses, and enlisted men.

And then, eleven months after formation of the unit
was approved by the Seeretary of War, on a day—De-
cember T, 1941 —termed by President Franklin D,
Loosevelt infamous in history, the Japanese struck
Pearl Flarbor.

The war was on.

When would Charlotte’s 38th Evacuation Hospital
Unit be called to active duty? Everybody remotely
comcerned was asking the (uestion. And no one knew
the answer.

But the procurement of officer personnel was
speeded. And in Febroary, with the unit’s complement
of officers nearly filled, Colonel White and Major San-
ger went to Washington to report to the Personnel
Section of the Surgeon General's office the status of
the Charlotte unit.

Three and a half months after the attack upon Pearl
Harbor the 38th Evacuation Hospital was ordered into
active service.

The erders, dated March 21, 1942, came from the
War Department, the Adjutant General's office, and
were addressed to the commanding generals of the
Fourth Corps Area and the Medical Eeplacement Cen-
ters at Camp Grant, Ilineis, Camp Lee, Virginia, and
Camp Barkeley, Texas.

The first paragraph of the orders provided that:

The 38%th FEvacuation Hospital, Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, is ordered into active military service of the United
States at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, as directed by the
Commanding General, Fourth Corps Area, at the earliest
practicable date and will be organized in accordance with
the Table of Organization 8-232, Concurrently therewith,
the personnel of the 415t Evacuation Hospital, Fort Bragg,
less a small cadre, will be transferred to the 38th Evacua-
tion Hospital. Additional personnel required will be req-
uisitioned on this office and furnished from Medical Re-
placement Centers.

The order, which contained four other paragraphs
of instructions, was signed by General Otto Johnson,
the Adjutant General.

Five days later, on March 26, telegrams similar to
the following one addressed to Captain Henry Stokes
Munroe, Jr., were received by officers of the 38th:

Contemplate ordering vou Fort Brage, N. C, effective
April fifteenth, Await orders,
Clapham, Adjutant General
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These prc*]iml'na.r:.' orders provoked a furor of excite-
ment and activity, Each of the officers began immedi-
ately to arrange plans for the care of his family while
he was away on dutv. The businessmen in the ad-
ministrative section made arrangements for the con-
duct of their businesses or for closing them tempo-
rarilv. The doctors began preparations for the future
care of their patients, The case histories of their pa-
tients were made available to other doctors who durin~
the absence of the regular physicians might be called
upon to treat them. Some doctors closed their offices,
others decided to continue to rent theirs in order that
the offices would he quickly available to them on their
return from the war, Innumerable details of prepara-
tin had to be made, and made quickly. Now that the
time had almost arrived for the actual departure, some
of the 38th’s members were depressed and others were
elated as they awaited orders to report.

Th-?}' were not Iung arriving, Five days after the
preliminary telegrams came from “f'u.t;hingmn, the
fateful order reached Charlotte, This one, dated March
31, 1942, wax signed “Ulio, Washington, D. C.™;

You will proceed on April Gifteenth to Fort Brage, N, C.
repﬂrling i L'umrlmmling officer tl1irt3.'-r.-ig]|th vnenstion
Hu-spitﬂ] for {iut}',

Two weeks remained for finishing the job of getting
rL*a{'E}' to go to war.

To command the Charlotte unit a veteran of the
Regular Army’s Medical Corps, Colonel Raymond W,
Whittier, had been transferved from Camp Grant, 11
linois, to Fort Brage in an order dated March 26, He
reported for duty on April 5 and one of his first duties
wits to select an arca in the vast Fort Bragg reservation
to serve as the training home of the 35th. Colonel
Whittier chose a location on the shore of Spring Lake,

Seventeen  buildings, including the headoguarters
building, kitchen, day rooms, barracks buildings, and
storerooms were assigned by the Fort Bragg com-
manding officer to the Charlotte unit, During this early
period also 108 men were selected from the enlisted
personnel of the 41st Evacuation Hospital. Their trans-
fer to the 358th left but a small cadre as a nucleus for
building up that unit. Two officers, Captain Willard
F. Angen, M.C., and First Lieutenant Alfred Yankauer,
Ir.. Medical Reserve, were also transferred from the
41st.

All buildings were placed in readiness for occupaney
by April 15, 1942. The nurses of the unit were not to
arrive until about two weeks later and awaiting their
arrival the buildings that were to house them were
being put in condition. Forty nurses to serve the unit
were ordered to active duty in a letter from the Fourth
Corps Area headquarters at Atlanta, dated April 24,

On arvival at Fort Bragg, however, the nurses were
placed on temporary duty at the station hospital pend-
ing movement of the 35th.

Three davs after Colonel Whittier's arrival at Fort
Bragg the medical staft of Charlotte Memaorial Tospital
honored the commissioned officers of the unit at a din-
ner party at the Myers Park Country Club in Charlotte.
The party was held on the evening of April 8, one
week before they were to report to Fort Bragg to begin
training.

More than 150 persons, including the doctors and
nurses in the unit, Colonel C. E. Dunbar., Medical
Corps, commanding officer of Camp Sutton hospital at
nearby Monroe, Major J. Kingsley MacDonald, M.C.,
officer in charge of the substation in Charlotte, and
several of the Army doctors and nurses stationed at
Charlotte’s Morris Field, attended the dinmer party,

Speakers included Dr. Addison Brenizer, who Orgit-
nized and led a similar unit in World War 1, Dr. John
2. Myers, Colonel Waldrop of Morris Field, Colonel
Dunbar, R, 5. Dickson, chairman of Memorial Hos-
pital’s executive board, Dr. O, L. Miller, Dr. Allan
Tuggle, acting administrator of Memorial Haspital,
Licutenant Colonel White sodd Major Sanger. A special
entertainment program had been arranged by a com-
mittee from the hospital composed of D, H.u:lmml
Thompson, chairman, Dr, Robert Moore, D B, C.
Malle, De. W, M., Sumimerville, and Dr. Q. L. Miller,

It was revealed that when the unit was fully orga-
nized it wonld have more than 400 members. The roster,
incomplete, was announced on Apeil 5, 11 Tisted:

Medieal officers: Licutenant Colonel T, Preston
White of Charlotte, internal medicine: Major Paul W,
Sanger of Charlotte, chief of surgical serviee; Major
Lavrence L. Fleming of Charlotte, surgery: Major
Ceorge Thomas Wood of Lligh Point, surgery; Major
William I1. Pennington of Lexington, Kentucky, in-
ternal medicine; Major Richard Z. Query of Charlotte,
internal medicine: Captain Glenn Perry of High Point,
surgerv: Captain Duncan G, Calder of Concord, sur-
very; Captain George Aubrey Hawes of Charlotte, urol-
ogist; Captain Otis Hunter Jones of Charlotte, medi-
cing; Captain William T. Cavanaugh of Cooleemee,
internal medicine; Captain John C, Montgomery of
Charlotte, anesthetist; Captain Henry Stokes Munroe,
Jr.. of Charlotte, surgery; Captain MeChord Williams
of Charlotte, surgery; Captain Robert B. Stith of Flor-
ence, South Carclina, surgery; Captain William P,
Leonard, formerly of Charlotte, then in the armed ser-
vice, surgery; First Lieutenant Robert E, MeCall of
Charlotte, nose and throat specialist: First Lisutenant
William C, Matthews of Davidson, internal medicine:
First Lieutenant Robert H. Schirmer of Jacksonville,
internal medicine; First Lieutenant Ceorge A, Sotirion
ot Gastonia, surgery: First Licutenant Claud Walter
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With Colonel Raymond W, Whittier, right, commanding officer, is Major George T. Wood, executive officer. Major Wood

would later command the unit,

Perry, Jr., of Louisville, Kentucky, surgery; First Lieu-
tenant Charles Bryant Porter of Calhoun, Kentucky,
surgery; First Lientenant George Bowe of Atlanta, sur-
gery; First Lieutenant Colin Munroe of Charlotte, sur-
gery; First Lieutenant Robert Miller of Lincolnton,
surgery.

Dental officers: Major Vaiden B. Kendrick, Captain
Bernard N. Walker, and First Lieutenant Milo Johnson
Hoftman, all of Charlotte.

Administrative officers: Captain Stanton W. Pickens
and Captain George C. Snyder of Charlotte and Sec-
ond Lieutenant James K. Felts of Concord.

Enlisted perstmnel: Sidney H. Murray of Charlotte,
M-ray technician; Alfred G. Chiswell of Durham, X-ray
technician; W. G. Calhoun of Mooresville, laboratory
technician; Joseph Walton Neal of Shelby, pharmacist;
Randall K. Davis of Huntersville, laboratory techni-
cian; Clarence O. Kuester, Jr., of Charlotte, general
clerk; and William F. Masten, Jr., of Charlotte, chicf
clerk.

Murses, all second lieutenants: IHallie E. Almond,
Ida Pauline Bell, Mary 1. Boggs, Violet O. B. Burgess,
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Mary Louise Cashatt, Evelyn Kohler Eggler, Martha
. Fliedner, Lucille Fryve, Bessie Viola Fu'l]]:rright,
Josephine Lee Harmon, Bertha Elizabeth Hough, Ruby
Elnora McCain, Ruby G. McElwee, Angeline Neil,
Hazel Ann Simmons, Mary Lahome Thompson, and
Elva Earle Wells,

The week following the party for the unit was one
of strenuous activity as members of the 38th completed
arrangements at home and set out for Fort Bragg and
the unique experiences they looked forward to with
activation of the new hospital,

Among the doctors reporting one would have the
unusual experience of finding that another doctor with
the same name had reported ahead of him. He was
Dr. John C. Montgomery, Charlotte anesthetist. For-
tunately for the recording of the story of the 38th, Dr.
Montgomery would keep a diary throughout his ser-
vice, beginning with his first day at Fort Bragg. On
April 15, 1942, he wrote:

Left Charlotte around 9 AN, Arrived Raeford and had

lnneh. Dunean Calder and Jimmie Felts drove up & ate also
at the hotel, Arvived Fort Brage at 2:30 P.M.



At Post Headquarters 1 learned that a Capt, John €.
Montgomery had already entered active duty with the 38th
Evacoation Hospital. Since mv orders have never been re-
ceived I was in a mess. Went over to the Spring Lake area
where the unit was located. Col. Whittier suggested that
I stav around until my orders came.

Five davs later Dr. Montgome
tation:

rv made another no-

April 20th. No orders vet. John Crowson Montgomery
nice fellow. Will go home soon unless they arrive,

On April 28 he wrote in the little brown diary:

In Charlotte. YWired ‘I.".’;-lsl‘:ingl:m again for ovders. Found
that my phvsical was on CO% desk at Morrs Field all the
limne.

The next day he noted:

Received radiogram todav to report at Fort Bragg Mav
15t

Hardly a month after their arrival at Tort Bragg to
begin their training, Captain Stanton Pickens in a let-
ter to his wife spoke of the early results of the training.
Though it was not intended that it be preserved, the
letter fortunately survives to provide an interesting
observation on the situation in which the members of
the 38th found themselves four weeks after they had
been called into active service,

The letter, dated May 12, 1942, revealed:

“The exercise and the drill continue and gradually
[ am getting a little harder and my stomach is moving
upwards and my chest is taking its rightiul place. 1
don’t think I have lost any weight but mv pants feel
free around the middle,

“We took a turn thra the gas chamber the other day
to make sure our masks were in good shape. The
chamber was loaded with tear gas ::ml:.r but it showed
some weakness in our preparation and some of the
men cried all the way back home. L for once, was
]ucky in that my mask fit exactly and T suffered no
ill effects. We were all interested in Mr. Churchill’s
warning to the Germans about the use of gas. How-
ever, our attitude is that when a rat gets cornered he
will bite vou, so you had better be prepared for the
worsl,

“Arrangements have been made for me to attend the

And on May 1 his ordeal of getting into the service
was ended. He wrote:

Repurled for dut}' with the correct orders.

The next day, May 2, the other Dr, John C. Mont-
gomery, a Texan, left Fort Bragg, He, like Charlotte’s
Dr. Montgomery, had been in a quandary because of
the mixup in orders. The Charlotte men were reluctant
to lose him: in the two weeks at Fort Bragg they had
come to like him.

But it was quickly discovered that the unit had two
other captains with the same names. One was Char-
lotte’s Dr, Otis Hunter Jones, an obstetrician; the other
was Chaplain Otis Jones, a Baptist minister from Bude,
Migsissippi, Chaplain Jones would remain with the
unit until May 22, 1943; Dr. Jones would not leave
until February 5, 1945.

Officers” Cooking and Baking school when it opens
again. I am anxious to find the difference between a
carbohydrate and a protein. It might teach me to slow
up on the potatoes that come almost each meal in the
Army. Next week T have an assignment to talk to
the Officers in our unit on Mess, IF T don't get better
prepared than T am now, the title will be most apt.

“I brought my projector down last week and some
of the men were interested in the fishing pictures. We
had taken some pictures of our drill and these proved
funny at times as well as instructive. This is a picture
t;tl-:ing crowd so we should have a good record of our
early training. It is our understanding that no cameras
will go overseas with us.

“Just betore T left home T tried my first colored still
pictures and the results were surprisingly good. T
recommend this to vou.

“This note will be short because I must get back to
my class. We are studying map reading at present.
When I get thru I am sure not to be lost, if T have a
map.

In these early days at Fort Brage the doctors would
discover quickly how little they knew about the rou-
tines in the life of the military, particularly the rules
of military courtesy. For instance, two decades after
the ending of the war several of them recall what Dr,
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