
Heritage Hunting with 
Sharon Moody
Looking for your family's past but not sure  what
resources you should start with? Suspect there might be
something important in land records, but not sure what?

Need help putting details into perspective to
figure out what your ancestors did and

how they lived day-to-day? 

We can help you find some answers.
The Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room
is pleased to present Sharon Tate

Moody of the Heritage Hunters of
Georgia for a Sept. 29 discussion of "The

Only Thing Worth Dying For: Records of the
Land They Loved" and "If Living were a Crime: Evidence
Your Ancestors Left at the Scene."

The Only Thing Worth Dying
For: Records of the Land 
They Loved
Gone With the Wind may be cliched, and it's certainly 
not "politically correct," but Margaret Mitchell showed
real insight into the Southerner's love of place when she
wrote, "Land is the only thing in the world that amounts
to anything for 'tis the only thing in this world that lasts ...
'tis the only thing worth working for, worth fighting for -
worth dying for."

Moody will explain how in-depth study of the land
records your ancestors created can really pay off. She will
present in-depth case studies of interesting "finds" in land
records and explain how they can be used to prove
relationships. As in all of her lectures, Moody presents
both methodological and historical perspectives.

If Living were a Crime:
Evidence Your Ancestors
Left at the Scene
No matter where you go, no matter what you do, you 
almost always leave information about yourself. It 
wasn't all that different when your ancestors were
around. In their day to day lives, they likely left bits and
pieces of evidence.

Moody will show you how to combine these small clues
into a more thorough analysis of
your ancestors' lives, for a clearer
picture of what they did and who
they were.

About the speaker
Sharon Tate Moody is a 
professional genealogist whose
love of history and passion for
finding ancestors is apparent in 
her spirited lectures. A retired law enforcement
investigator, Moody peppers her talks with examples from
her own successes and frustrations. Her time as a State of
Georgia certified law enforcement instructor, professional
training and experience in journalism and years of
genealogical experiences make her uniquely qualified to
address audiences about a variety of topics.
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Hunting your Heritage? 
Ex-Investigator Can Help

The Robinson-Spangler
Carolina Room 
(Main library, third floor)
310 North Tryon Street
Charlotte, N.C. 28202
(704) 336-2980

Hours
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m.- 6 p.m. 
Please call for holiday hours.

Visit us on the web at
www.plcmc.org/carolinaroom 
or e-mail us at ncr@plcmc.org

Did you enjoy Vignette? If you would like 
to be added to the Vignette mailing list, call 
(704) 336-2980 or send an e-mail to
www.ncr@plcmc.org. Note: If you received 
this copy of Vignette in the mail, you are
already a subscriber and will continue to 
receive this newsletter.
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Heritage Hunting with
Sharon Moody

Sept. 29, 2001  •  9:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

I would like to attend the Sept. 29 "Heritage Hunting with
Sharon Moody" program.

There will be _______ people in my group.

Registration ends Sept. 26. Registration for this program is $10
per participant.

• Please complete this form and mail it, along with a check to:
The Carolina Room
PLCMC
310 N. Tryon St.
Charlotte, NC  28202

• Checks should be made payable to PLCMC.
• Please note your driver's license or state ID card number

on your check.
To inquire about same day registration and free parking, please
call (704) 336-2980 or send an e-mail to ncr@plcmc.org.

Thanks to Appleton's - Charlotte's Genealogy
Bookstore - for sponsoring refreshments 
at this event.

www.appletons.com

What Do You Want on Your Tombstone? 
Carolina Room can tell you 
how to get it there.

Beginning Sept. 18,
the Carolina Room
will present the new
exhibit "Grave Stones
and Funeral Homes -
For All Eternity." The exhibit, featuring tombstones
(unused, we promise) and stone cutters' tools, will run
until Nov. 1 in the Carolina Room exhibit space and the
Carnegie Gallery (also on the third floor of Main Library).

"For All Eternity" highlights the craft of gravestone cutting, which is much more intricate and
involved than many realize, and the history of local funeral homes. It marks the online premiere
of the new Grave Stones and Funeral Homes component of The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Story
(www.cmstory.org).

It's not too late to capture this one

Snap! An Exhibit of Historic Cameras & Photographs
A unique collection of cameras and photographs is on display in the Carolina Room through 
Sept. 14. Come and explore the development of the camera and its impact on American culture.
This exhibit accompanies "Camera Over Hollywood: Photographs by John Swope 1936-1938," on
display in Gallery L through Sept. 9.
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Did you know?
• The Levine Museum of the New South will hold its

official reopening Saturday, October 13 at 11 a.m.
The Museum's new facility is located on College
Street, just across and down from PLCMC. While
you're in the museum, watch for photographs
from the Carolina Room collection and a
wonderful women's suffrage banner on loan from
the Carolina Room.

• The Museum is taking part in this year's WordPlay
Saturday events during the NOVELLO festival, held
annually by PLCMC. Be sure to visit the new
"Carolina Heritage" Pavilion on College Street to
enjoy mountain music by Phil Johnson, Carolinas
crafts and entertainment and lots more while
you're at WordPlay Saturday for all the festivities!

Be sure to check The Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Story at 
www.cmstory.org for our 
latest enhancements. 
See page 2 for details.
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Learn about the History
of Steele Creek
Thursday, Sept. 13
7 p.m.
Travel through the history of the area using
historical documents and pictures of days
gone by. Learn about things like newly
discovered cemeteries, old roads and the first
land deed. Presented by Linda Blackwelder,
founder of the Steele Creek Historical &
Genealogical Society.
Steele Creek Branch
Info/Registration: (704) 588-4345

Genealogy on the Internet
Monday, Sept. 24
7 p.m.
Learn how to research your roots using
listservs, search engines, government and
private websites, surname searches, CD-ROM
products and subscriptions services.
Presented by Carolina Room staff.
North County Regional Library
Info/Registration: (704) 895-0318

Wednesday, Oct. 3
10 a.m.
Learn how to research your roots using
listservs, search engines, government and
private websites, surname searches, CD-ROM
products and subscriptions services.
Presented by Carolina Room staff.
Morrison Regional Library
Info/Registration: (704) 336-7823
after September 7.

Take Me Out 
to the 
Ball Park
Tuesday, Oct. 9
12:15 p.m.
In honor of the World
Series, PLCMC
presents R.G. "Hank"
Utley, co-author of  
The Independent 
Carolina Baseball League, 1936-1938. Utley
will highlight two of the League's most
prominent players, "Struttin' Bud" Shaney
and "Alabama" Pitts. In 1936, Bud Shaney
played with the Charlotte Hornets and was
famous for "eating" baseballs. Alabama Pitts
began his professional baseball player after
being paroled from Sing Sing Prison in 1936.
Together they pushed the envelope during
the brief existence of the notorious "outlaw"
Carolina League. 
Main Library - Auditorium
Info/Registration: (704) 336-2980

Genealogy of the 
Steele Creek Area
Thursday, Oct. 11
7 p.m.
Learn about genealogical research in the
Steele Creek area and find out how to start a
genealogical search. Presented by Linda
Blackwelder, founder of the Steele Creek
Historical & Genealogical Society.
Steele Creek Branch
Info/Registration: (704) 588-4345

Known Cemeteries of Mecklenburg County
Known Cemeteries of Mecklenburg County will include an index of local
cemeteries, a directory of local funeral homes - often good sources for

genealogists - and
information about local
stone cutters.  (There will
be a companion exhibit in
the Carolina Room and the
library's Carnegie Gallery
from Sept. 18 to Nov. 1. See
page 4 for details.) This 

fascinating site offers a
great deal of information
about each cemetery,
including location,
approximate number of
interments, condition of
cemetery, and photographs
where available.

The Carolina Room Photograph Collection
Looking for an old
photograph of early
Charlotte race car
drivers? (See right.) 
A 1970s postcard of
the Charlotte Coliseum,
Ovens Auditorium and
Charlotte Merchandise
Mart? A turn-of-the-
century view of
Charlotte's skyline? 
Try the Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room Photograph Collection. A
compilation of digital images for both the serious researcher and the
curious browser, this easy-to-navigate site will allow you to search for
photographs and postcards of early Charlotte-Mecklenburg. You can
search for a specific item, or browse by category or portfolio. 

Both new projects are coming soon to www.cmstory.org.
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Coming to CMStory.org this fall - 
Cemeteries and Historic Photos

History and Genealogy Programs
at PLCMC

The Making of America: 
The Scots-Irish in the
Revolutionary War
Tuesday, Oct. 23
7 - 8:30 p.m.
South County Regional Library

Join Northern Ireland journalist Billy
Kennedy at South County Regional
Library as he talks about the role of 
the Scots-Irish in the founding of the
United States. Kennedy is the author of
The Making of America: The Scots-Irish
in the Revolutionary War, his latest
book, and a series of books about the
Scots-Irish in the U.S., including The
Scots-Irish in the Carolinas. He will 
offer copies of all seven of his books 
for sale, and hold an autographing
session. 

Kennedy's books tell the inspiring story
of how a highly-determined and
courageous, God-fearing people from
the north of Ireland influenced the
making of America  from the time they
first traveled across the Atlantic in large
numbers in the early 18th century and
in the years following the Declaration of
Independence. Forging a civilization out
of a wilderness was a very real
challenge for the tens of thousands
of immigrants from Ulster, and their
success in molding a decent, law-
abiding society throughout the
Appalachian region is the stuff of 
U.S. history books. 

Registration is required; phone
(704) 341-1176 to save your spot!

New in the Carolina Room
New resources available in the Robinson Spangler Carolina Room,
reviewed and summarized by Carolina Room staff.

Abbreviations & Acronyms: 
A Guide for Family Historians
Kip Sperry, compiler
My Family.com, Inc., 2000
This source is an alphabetical listingof genealogical and
historical abbreviations and acronyms used in
genealogy, Soundex, mortality schedules, court records,
census records, some computer terms and newspaper
records. Most are found in the United States and
Canada, but some British sources and other countries
are represented. This is a great reference book or gift
suggestion for a genealogist. (NCR 929.103)

Freedman's Bank Records
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and

Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2000
This CD-ROM from the Mormons is the product of years
of research by church members and prisoners in Utah.
The Carolina Room has had the microfilm Registers 

of Signature of Depositors in Branches of the Freedman's
Savings and Trust Company, 1865-1874 since May 1995.

With the use of this new CD, patrons can now use the
computer to search for a name in the index. If a match is found,

more information can be found on the microfilm. These bank records are a wonderful
source for getting a physical description as well as family information for African-
Americans that participated in this post Civil-War banking program. (NCR - Family
Research Computer Center)

This is Where We Live
Michael McFee, editor
The University of North Carolina Press, 2000
This collection of 25 short stories, which have been
published within the last 15 years, was written by some
of North Carolina's best fiction writers. These tales
encompass the state's changing culture, people and
landscape. Tar Heels as well as newcomers to the state
will appreciate this book. This book is also available for
check out at many branch libraries. (NCR 808.83)

Black Roots: A Beginner's
Guide to Tracing the African
American Family Tree 
Tony Burroughs 
Simon & Schuster, New York, 2001
Burroughs has been featuredas an expert on the PBS
special Ancestors, and has taught genealogy at Chicago
State University. His handbook is very through and
includes case histories, illustrations, samples of
worksheets and forms, as well as a directory of sources
in the back. The Carolina Room has a copy as well as
three other branches. This is a "must read" for anyone 
doing African-American research. (NCR 929.10899) 3

Also of local interest...

Wildlife Conservation in Mecklenburg County
Wednesday, September 12
South County Regional Library
7 - 8:30 p.m.

The history of a place includes the native flora and fauna. Learn about wildlife conservation in the Piedmont
area with Marek Smith, Environmental Education Supervisor for the Mecklenburg County Park & Recreation
Division of Natural Resources. Smith will talk and present a slide show primarily about the conservation of
bird habitats. He will also touch on other species, such as turtles and frogs, that fall under the agency's
protection.

Intended audience: Older Teens & Adults
Registration Info: Registration beings Aug. 12. Please call (704) 341-1176 to save your seat.

This fall, the Carolina Room and PLCMC Web Services will premiere two new components of The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Story.

Davidson Cemetery, Davidson, NC

Pleasant Plains Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC

Bud Shaney eating a baseball in 1936.


