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most conspicuous contingent of all, being led by Colonel
Julian S. Carr. 'There were 123 of them and they were all
uniformed alike, in gray suits and leather leggings. They
wore badges marked “R. F. Webb Camp, No. 818, Dur-
ham, N. C.” They kept step with remarkable precision.
Fach carried a standard inscribed “First at Bethel, Last at
Appomattox,” andjover their shoulders were strung canteen
and knap-sack. Col. J. S. Carr commanded, with H. A.
Ramsey as adjutant,

More than 1,400 veterans registered in the city and
most of them were in the line of the march. Mecklen-
burg furnished the largest single camp. Cabarrus, Rowan,
Union, Iredell, Gaston and Catawba were also strongly rep-
resented, as were contiguous counties of South Carolina.

They were followed by the Mecklenburg Continental
Guards, with Heriot Clarkson as commander-in-chief,
Next to them were the Daughters of the Regiment, con-
taining a bevy of beautiful girls in jaunty vivandier uni-
form, of cap, blue jacket with epaulettes, and red skirt.

The Gastonia Continental Guards added much to the
galety and picturesqueness of the pageant. They wore
Revolutionary uniforms with regulation continental cocked
hat; and the Charlotte drum corps made a splendid appear-
ance in their red jackets and white trousers.

A handsome float, gaily decorated like all the rest, con-
tained a number of young ladies, “the descendants of the
signers.” 'The float was under the special command and
guardianship of Col. William Lee Davidson.

An exceedingly picturesque float was one representing
the Old Ship of State. It was a huge boat, mounted upon
wheels, and the crew consisted of thirteen young ladies
representing the thirteen original States. These, all,
arrayed in the purest white, with ribbonings of the nation-
al colors, presented a most attractive appearance.

After another guard of mounted Continentals, came
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carriages, containing prominent visitors to the city and
others, followed by still other squads of Continentals,

One of the impressive features of the march was the
playing of “Dixie” on Independence Square by the Steel
Creek Band. 'The next float containing the merry misses
who stood- for the forty-five States, was just behind the
band on this historic spot. The entire incident seemed
one in happy harmony with present times, when volunteers
from forty-five re-united States are fighting under the old
flag for the same country and in a cause of freedom. The
crowds that lined the square and that filled the balconies
and windows of the surrounding buildings cheered again
and again the gay and giddy strains of the old war song.

One of the most admired of all the floats was that comn-
taining the girls, dressed in pure white, who represented
the 45 States of the Union; the 45 stars in the flag. A sash
falling from the shoulders of each child was marked with
the name of the State she represented.

The rear of the-immense procession was at last brought
up by another squad of mounted Continentals.

Speeches of the Day.

The speaking took place in the First Presbyterian
Church yard. No more beautiful spot could have been
found for the ceremonies. The church occupies the centre
of a square, shaded with magnificent oaks and elms, which
yesterday seemed conscious of the beautiful historical
drama going on beneath their wealth of beauty and foli-
age.

The whole scene—the rolling lawn-—grand trees, grav-
eled walks, gaily decorated platform with distinguished
persons seated upon it, the mass of people which extended
from gate to gate and from stand to fence—was a picture,

‘The speaker’s stand occupied the centre of the large
platform. Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson, the orator of the day,
sat on the right. To his left was General J. H. Lane, of
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Alabama, and Mr. J. P. Caldwell, Governor Atkinson, of
Georgia, and Miss Ella Powell, sponsor of the State, sat
on the opposite side. Others on the speaker’s stand were :
Mayor Springs, Mr. F. B. McDowell, Col. H. C. Jones,
Capt. A. F. Brevard and Rev. J. R. Howerton, D. D. On
the lower platform were: Mrs. B. L. Dewey, Mrs. R. J.
Brevard, Mrs. Rebecca McDowell, Mrs. F. B. McDowell
and her sister Miss Grace King, the distinguished New
Orleans authoress, Miss Laura Avery, of Morganton; Mrs.
P. B. Chambers, of Statesville, Miss Addie Williams, Miss
Sophie Alexander, Mrs. A. B. Andrews, of Raleigh, Mrs. T.
R. Robertson, Mrs. Laura Brown, Mrs. J. W. Miller, the
Misses Flenniken, of Pittsburg, Pa., Mrs. Stonewall Jackson,
Mrs. Rufus Barringer, Miss Arnold, grand niece of Mrs.
Jackson, Col. Julian S. Carr and B. Cameron, of Durham,
Rev. J. A. Weston, the historian; Judge Avery, of Morgan-
ton, Hon. W. M. Robbins, of Statesville, Col. Thomas S.
Kenan, F. H. Busbee, of Raleigh, Col. Wm. Lee Davidson,
of Chester, Col. J. P. Thomas, of Columbia, Mr. and Mrs.
E. D. Latta, Mr. and Mrs. Jno. Springs Davidson, W. C.
Maxwell, D. P. Lee, Col. and Mrs. A. L. Smith, d b
Franklin, Maj. C. L. Davis, U. S. A.; the personal staff and
the ladies of Gov. Atkinson’s party, Judge Graham, of Ox-
ford; Maj. W.A. Graham, of Lincoln; Dr. Jos. Graham, Theo.
F. Kluttz, Esq., Salisbury; Capt. S. B. Alexander, and the
young ladies who were to unveil the monument and many
others.

The following young ladies, lineal descendants repre-
sented their respective ancestors: Marguerite Springs,
Adam Alexander; Alma Maxwell, John Ford; Annie Ran-
kin and Beulah Wilson, John Phifer; Bertha Alexander,
Hezekiah Alexander; Eleanor Alexander, Zaccheus Wilson;
Ellie Grier, Ezra Alexander; Minnie Cochrane, Abraham
Alexander; Minnie Downs, Henry Downs.
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Confederates Before Mrs. Jackson.

Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. Barringer reviewed the veterans
as they passed in front of the stage. By Mrs. Jackson’s
side was her young grandson, Jackson Christian, who wore
several handsome Confederate badges, presented on differ-
ent historical occasions, and a miniture of his illustrious
orandfather. As the different camps filed past every man
raised his hat to the widow of the great chieftain, and con-
tinued cheering rent the air. Mrs. Jackson waved a Con-
federate flag, which she held in her hand, constantly, as a
response to the reverential affection and regard as expressed
in the faces of all who passed.

The ceremonies of the day were formally opened by
Mr. E. B. McDowell, President of the Monument Associa-
tion.

[Mr. McDowell Said :

«T'his unusual multitude gathered from many States, in
such a time of war and national excitement, indicates that
the event that we have been called to celebrate 1s one of
the most patriotic epochs in American history ; and it also
attests that the belief in the authenticity of the Mecklen-
burg Declaration of Independence is written upon some-
thing stronger than parchment, more enduring than bronze.
It is engraven in undying characters upon the hearts and
affections of the people of the land that gave it birth. A
profound student of human progress has observed that
people never look forward to posterity who never look
backward to their ancestors. ‘The truth of this utterance
is emphasized in all that we see and hear around us to-day.

At the commencement of the agitation for the sever-
ance of the Colonies from the British crown, a Tory who
was holding his pretty little daughter by the hand, craven-
ly said: ‘Well, only let me have peace in my day.’ A
patriot who was standing by rebukingly replied: ‘If
trouble must come, let it be in my day, that my child may
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have peace.’ The spirit of that patriot was the spirit of our
forefathers who disregarded personal safety on May 2oth,
1775, and that spirit has been perpetuated in the persons
of their descendants of May 20th, 1898.

“In accordance with the custom of the signers, who were
wont to open all public assemblies with invocation, this
audience will be led in prayer by Rev. J. R. Howerton, D.
D., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Charlotte.”

As Dr. Howerton stepped forward those on the stand
rose, the men in the grove bared their heads, and the min-

ister of the Gospel raised his voice in the following beauti-
ful petition :

Dr. Howerton’s Prayer.

“Almighty God, King of Kings, and Lord of lords.
Thou ruler of the nation, it is with hearts thrilling with
gratitude we lift our prayer up to Thee this day. We
thank Thee for this land which Thou has given us, a land
of brooks of water, of fountains that spring out of valleys
and hills, a land of wheat and barley, a land wherein we
eat bread without scarceness, whose stones are iron, whose
hills are brass. And we thank Thee for our country, Thou
author of liberty, Thou didst strengthen the hearts of those
who declared our country to be free, and didst strengthen
the arms of those who fought for that freedom. And upon
the principles which Thou hast giveu us, our laws and
institutions have been based. |

“And now we beseech Thee, O Lord, be with us, lest we
forget the things which our eyes have seen; lest we forget
the Lord our God, which brought us out of the house of
bondage; lest our hearts be lifted up and we shall say, ‘Our
own power and the might of our own hands hath gotten
us all these things.’ May we remember the Lord, our
God, and may we keep the statutes and the judgments
which the Lord, our God hath commanded us. May these
be our wisdom and our understanding in the sight of the
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nations. May they not depart from our hearts all the days
of our life, and may we teach them to our children, and to
our children’s children. And to this end bless this monu-
ment which we dedicate this day. In time to come, when
our sons ask us, ‘what meaneth this? may we tell them
how Thou didst bring us out of bondage with a mighty
hand and a stretched out arm; how Thy servants, our fath-
ers, 1 Thy fear, and with Thy blessing, did declare and
maxe this country to be free. May the patriotism of the
fathers kindle that of succeeding generations till time shall
end. To this end bless the services of this day. Be mouth
and wisdom to those who shall speak unto us.

“And now we beseech Thee, O Iord, bless our President
and country in this hour of trial. Grant that our motives
may not be of revenge or hatred. T,et this war be to set
the captive free, to relieve the oppressed, to feed the hun-
gry, to break every yoke. And to this end we ask thee to
bless our President and Congress, our Governor and Legis-
lature, our army and navy, our soldiers and our sailors.
Especially do Thou bless those near and dear to us, the
sons of our own Carolina, who have gone at the call of
their country. May they have that courage that comes
from peace with God. Spare their lives, if it be T'hy will,
but 1f they must give their lives, may they give them not
only for their country, but for Thee. Give us speedy vic-
tory and early restore to us the blessing of peace.”

After the prayer the multitude united in singing the
“Old North State,” the beautiful sentiment of which was
borne on high by the patriotic breezes which came just for
the 20th of May.
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The 0ld North State.

BY JUDGE WM. GASTON.
Carolina! Carolina! Heaven’s blessings attend her,
While we live we will cherish, protect and defend her,
Tho’ the scorner may sneer at and witlings defame her,
Qur hearts swell with gladness whenever we name her.
Hurrah! Hurrah! The Old North State forever,
Hurrah! Hurrah! The good Old North State.

Tho’ she envies not others their merited glory,

Say, whose name stands foremost in Liberty’s story !

Tho’ too true to herself e’er to crouch to oppression,

Who can yield to just rule a more loyal submission ?
Hurrah! &ec.

Plain and artless her sons, but whose door opens faster,

To the knock of the stranger, or tale of disaster?

How like to the rudeness of their dear native mountains,

With rich ore in their bosoms, and life in their fountains.
Hurrah ! &c.

And her daughters the green of the forest resembling,

So graceful, so constant, to gentlest breath trembling;

True light-wood at heart, let the match be applied them !

How they kindle in flame! Oh, none know but who’ve tried them.
Hurrah! &ec.

Then let all who love us, love the land that we live in,

As happy a region as on this side of Heaven !

Where plenty and freedom, love and peace smile before us;

Raise aloud, raise together, the heart-thrilling chorus:
Hurrah ! Hurrah! The Old North State forever,
Hurrah ! Hurrah ! the good Old North State.
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Mayor E. B. Springs bade the distinguished visitors, sol-
diery and masses of strangers welcome to the Queen City,
in the following words:

The Mayor’s Welcome.

“NMore than one hundred years have passed since that May
morning when this County of Mecklenburg, then four or
five times larger than it is now, sent its sturdy yeomanry
to this town of Charlotte to confer about the troubles of
the time. 'These brave, serious-minded men felt that the
Mother Country had oppressed them too long, had ceased
to regard them as sons of her love and her care, and had
treated them unjustly and even ignominiously. They felt
that loyalty to their principles of justice and right and to
their own Cod-given manhood dissolved their bonds of
lovalty to England and England’s King—and on the 2oth
day of Mav, 1775, they made open declaration of their free-
dom from all duty and allegiance to the Old Country,
pledeing themselves to maintain their independence with
their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor. What
mighty consequences have grown out of that meeting on
that May morning. What an empire has evolved from that
British colony.

‘“I'he memory of that day we celebrate. The results of
the momentous deed enacted by these quiet, resolute men
of 1775, the dissolution of the relations that existed betwcen
England and her Colony, then her most important posses-
sion, and the establishment of the Republic are our noblest
inheritance, our richest legacy. The names of the men
who accomplished this, who signed the Mecklenburg
Declaration of Independence we wish to perpetuate; we
have determined, God helping us, that these names shall
never die, but forever be household words on our lips and
in our hearts. For this reason we have raised this stone to
their memory with their names engraved in monumental
bronze.
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“In the Divine velume we all reverence, it is written in
the histery of His covenant people, that when a great vic-
tory was gained by the Israelites they set up a stone of
remembrance, and when an important compact was made
with ether nations, again they set up a stene, so, we have
set up this stone as a witness and as a memeorial to these
our mighty men of old who did their duty in the sight and
by the help of God.

“We have mmvited many people from our own State and
from other States to comie to Charlette, to our town, that
we proudly call ‘the birthplace of liberty,” and be with
us at the unveiling of this our stene of remembrance. We
gladly, heartily and unanimously bid you welcome. For
myself no privilege has ever been dearer, ne henour has
ever thrilled my heart with greater delight than new te
voice the feelings of this whele town, of this community
and give welcome to all, while we assure you that we are
profoundly gratified at your response te our invitation, and
henoured by your presence.

“The little straggling village of 1775 has grown inte a
fair and goodly town, and the Hornets’ Nest of Cornwallis
ventures sometimes to call herself a Queen City.

“Te our hearts and homes we once more give you joyous
welcome and offer you the libertv of the city.”

Declaration Read.

The Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence was
read by Capt. A. F. Brevard, of Linceln county, a descen-
dant of one of the signers. He prefaced it by saying : “I
am here to tell you that our fathers met here in 1775, and
seeing the necessity of doing something to free themselves
from the mother country—an unmnatural mether—framed
on this spot the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence
which I read to you to-day. The resolutions were drawn
up by Dr. Ephraim Brevard, and after their adoption, were
proclaimed by Col. Thes. Pelk, from the court house steps.”
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On the 19th day of May, 1775, the representatives of the
people of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, met in
“general committee” at Charlotte, and “after sitting in the
court house all night, neither sleepy, hungry nor fatigued,
and after discussing every paragraph,” adopted and signed
the following Declaration of Independence about 2 o’clock
a. m. May 2oth:

1. Resolved, That whosoever directly or indirectlyabetsor
in any way, forin or manner, countenances the invasion of
our rights, as attempted by the Parliament of Great Britain,
is an enemy to his country, to America and the rights of
men.

I1. Resolved, That we, the citizens of Mecklenburg Coun-
ty, do hereby dissolve the political bonds which have con-
nected us with the mother country, and absolve ourselves
from all allegiance to the British Crown, abjuring ali po-
litical connection with a nation that has wantonly tram-
pled on our rights and liberties and inhumanly shed the
innocent blood of Americans at I.exington.

111. Resolved, That we do hereby declare ourselves a free
and independent people, are, and of right ought to be a sov-
ereign and self-governing people, under the power of (od
and the General Congress; to the maintenance of which
independence, we solemnly pledge to each other our mu-
tual co-operation, our lives, our fortunes and our most
sacred honor.

IV. Resolved, That we hereby ordain and adopt as rules of
conduct, all and each of our former laws and the crown of
(Great Britain cannot be considered hereafter as holding
any rights, privileges or immunities amongst us.

V. Resolved, Thatall officers, both civiland military, in this
country, be entitled to exercise the same power and author-
ities as heretofore; that every member of this delegation
shall henceforth be a civil officer and exercise the power of
a justice of the peace, issue process, hear and determine con-
troversies according to law, preserve peace, union and har-
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mony in the county, and use every exertion to spread the
love of liberty and of country, until a more general and
better organized system of government be established.

VI. Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans-
mitted by express to the President of the Continental Con-
oress assembled in Philadelphia, to be iaid before that body.

These resolutions were unanimously adopted and sub-
scribed by the delegates as follows:

ABRAHAM ALEXANDER, JOHN McKNITT ALEXANDER,
Chairman, Secretary,

EPHRAIM BREVARD, CHARLES ALEXANDER,

HEZEKIAH J. BALCH, ZACCHEUS WILSON,

JOHN PHIFER, WAIGHTSTILL AVERY,

JAMES HARRIS, BENJAMIN PATTON,

WILLIAM KENNON, MATTHEW McCLURE,

JOTIN IFORD, NEILL MORRISON,

RICHHARD BARRY, ROBERT IRWIN,

HENRY DOWNS, JOHN FLENNIKEN,

EZRA ALEXANDER, DAVID REESE,

WILLTAM GRAHAM, JOHN DAVIDSON,

JOHN QUEARY, RICHARD HARRIS,

HEZEKIAH ALEXANDER, THOMAS POLK.

ADAM ALEXANDER,

A copy of these resolutions was taken by Capt. James
Jack, of Charlotte, to the President of the Continental
Congress to be laid before that body, as had been
directed in Resolve VI, but when the express arrived
in Philadelphia with them, Congress was preparing a
petition to the King, declaring, “We have not raised armies
with the ambitious design of separating from Great Britain
and establishing independent States.”* And the President,
fearing the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence
would defeat this petition, suppressed it, and wrote to the
delegates at Charlotte, that while he highly approved the
measures adopted by them he deemed the subject of
the resolution (independence) premature to be laid before
Congress. A copy of the Declaration was also forwarded
to and published in the Cape Fear Mercury, of Wilining-
ton, N. C., in June, 1775, that paper being the organ of the
Whigs of North Carolina at the time, as well as the Gazette

most accessible to Charlotte.™
#*Journal of Congress, July 8, 1875.



